How to write a Good Test Plan in Software 
Testing? 


One of the most important procedures in the software development life cycle is software testing. 


"Software testing is the process of validating a system with the goal of finding any faults, gaps, or 
missing requirements in comparison to the actual requirement." 


Different people have different perspectives on software testing, but it is critical and should not be 
underestimated. 


What is the significance of software testing? 


Software Testing determines whether your idea and the resulting product/application will succeed 
or fail. Software Testing is required to establish the end result of a product's performance and the 
expected reaction of the end user. 


The following are the top reasons why software testing is critical: 
1. It is cost effective. 

2. Assures safety 

3. Facilitates the development process 

4. Improves the quality of the product 

5. Customer satisfaction 


6. Determines the software's performance 


When it comes to Software Testing, there are several components, one of which is the Test Plan. 


A Test Plan is a document that details the test strategy, timeline, objectives, deliverables, 
estimation, and other factors that must be considered when testing a product or application. 


The Test Plan is essential for determining the amount of effort required to validate the application's 
quality and functionality. The test plan serves as a template for software testing operations, which 
the test manager closely monitors and controls. 


How to write a Good Test Plan? 


Now that you know how important it is to write a decent test plan in software testing, learn how to 
do it. 


e Analyze the product 


Gather as much information as possible on the product. It's impossible to test a product if you 
don't know anything about it. You must be familiar with its functions, as well as the website for 
which it will be used. 


e Create a test strategy 


In software testing, having a test strategy is an important step in creating a test plan. The testing 
purpose, as well as effort, expenses, and other aspects, are all carefully mentioned in a Test 
Plan. 


e Create a list of test objectives 


The overall purpose and achievement of the test execution is referred to as the test objective. 
The primary goal of testing is to identify as many software flaws and gaps as possible in order to 
ensure that the programme under test is bug-free prior to release. 


e Define Test Criteria 
A test procedure might be based on a set of standards or rules, called as Test Criteria. 
e Resource Planning 


A resource plan is a comprehensive list of all resources required to perform a project or job. 
Human, material, and equipment resources, among others, may be required to finish a project. 


e Estimation and Schedule 


To track the progress of the Test Plan, deadlines, an anticipated schedule, and an estimated 
completion time are necessary. 


e Determine Test Deliverables 


Test Deliverables are the artefacts or "things" that must be developed and maintained for the 
testing endeavour, such as tools, papers, and other components. 


Although a Good Test Plan is not restricted to the processes listed above, you now have a 
general idea of what it entails. Remember, one of the most important elements in a Test Plan is 
research and extensive study of the product you want to test; without it, the foundation test 
plan will be shaky, and the success/failure end result will be compromised. 


